Crystal structure of artemisinic acid: a possible biogenetic precursor of antimalarial artemisinin from Artemisia annua.
Artemisinic acid [1], a possible biogenetic precursor of the antimalarial artemisinin [2], was isolated from the hexane extract of Artemisia annua. X-ray crystallography of the dimer of artemisinic acid shows that the cyclization during intermolecular hydrogen bonding occurs by the opposite orientation of the alpha, beta-methylene group in each molecule. Complete spectroscopic data of 1 are also given.